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A For and Against Essay

1
Choose the correct answer. 


1.
Sports such as / for example / despite skiing require expensive equipment.


2.
I haven’t learned to surf, in addition / in spite of / although I’ve had several lessons. 


3.
Competitive sport can be a lot of fun. What’s more, / Furthermore, / However, it sometimes causes stress.


4.
Peter works as a sports teacher in a school. In addition, / Nevertheless, / For instance, he volunteers as 
a football coach in the afternoon.


5.
Exercise is good for the mind such as / as well as / also the body. 

2
Complete the passages with the expressions below. 


is this a good idea • in conclusion • I believe that • it’s a well-known fact that  
recently, it has been proposed that


1.
1. …………………………… a new stadium be built in our neighbourhood. The question is, 2. …………………………… ? 
3. …………………………… building a stadium would do more harm than good. 4. …………………………… stadiums cause a lot of noise and disturb the people who live near them. 5. …………………………… , the city council should look for another location to build the stadium.  


many people believe • to sum up • in my opinion


2.
6. …………………………… that sport is an important way for students to learn teamwork and stay fit. 
7. …………………………… , however, high marks are essential for a student’s future success. 
8. …………………………… , sport may be a great way to develop character and keep in shape, but students should make sure they’ve got time to study as well. 

3
Complete the chart with the phrases below to show the correct plan for a for and against essay.


gives arguments for both sides of the issue • summarises the issue • introduces the issue
gives supporting details and examples • states the writer’s opinion 

	Opening:
	

	Body:
	

	Closing:
	


4
These sentences are taken from a for and against essay. Write where they belong: 
O (in the opening), B (in the body) or C (in the closing).


......
1.
On the one hand, playing in an empty stadium makes football clubs think twice about allowing violence 
by their fans. 


......
2.
The question is, is this a good way to solve the problem of spectator violence at matches?


......
3.
In conclusion, the people who cause the violence should be dealt with and punished individually. 


......
4.
In my opinion, it’s unfair to punish thousands of innocent fans who don’t behave violently. 


......
5.
On the other hand, forcing teams to play in an empty stadium is a form of collective punishment.
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