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A Summary

1
Read the excerpt below. Then look at the paraphrased sentences and decide which one is better. 

According to NORAD, NASA and other space agencies that keep track of space junk, there are at the present time at least 21,000 objects, 10 cm or larger, orbiting the Earth. At least 500,000 are 1 to 10 cm in size and more than 100 million which are 1 cm or less. 

a.
Space agencies report that there are pieces of space junk orbiting the Earth. 

b.
NASA and NORAD report that there are now 21,000 large, 500,000 medium sized and more than 100 million small 
pieces of space junk orbiting the Earth. 

2
The following excerpts continue the article from Exercise 1. Paraphrase them using the words given. Add any necessary words. 

1.
Eventually, all of them will have to return to Earth, and that gets people scared, but it shouldn’t – at least not for the most part. This is due to the fact that the majority of pieces will incinerate on their way down through the atmosphere, though the bigger and denser pieces of junk have a greater chance of striking the Earth’s surface. 


People / shouldn’t / frightened / by the fact / space junk / must return / Earth / because / most pieces / except / bigger / denser ones / burn up / on the way down.

2.
In any case, fully 70% of the Earth’s surface is water and most of the land occupying the other 30% is completely or nearly uninhabited. A burnt-out satellite falling onto central Shanghai would have tragic results, but any one individual’s chances of getting hit by space junk are very low.


Although / space junk / falling / city / tragic, / any one person’s chances / getting hit / very low / because / most / Earth’s surface / water / uninhabited land. 

3
Read the continuation of the article and paraphrase it. Use 50 words or less.  


The much greater risk from space junk is not to people on Earth, but to other objects still in orbit, including manned shuttles and space stations. In the case of large objects, satellite tracking would allow a possible collision course to be detected in advance, so that a manned spacecraft could get out of harm’s way. Of greater concern are small pieces of junk, the kind that are way too tiny to see, but powerful enough to do real damage. It’s been calculated that a chip of paint in orbit will cause the same amount of damage as a bowling ball moving at 60 mph. 

4
Replace the phrases in bold with the words below.


obviously • unfortunately • although • consequently 


1.
It was very disappointing that we couldn’t visit the Space Centre.  ……………………

2.
There was an accident on the space ride last week. For this reason, the ride is closed until further notice.  


……………………

3.
In spite of the fact that an asteroid explodes every decade or two, most blasts go undetected.  
……………………

4.
There are heavy snow storms at the moment. It’s clear that many flights will be cancelled today.  ……………………
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