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Read the text and answer the questions that follow.

	
	Scots Vote No

	I
	On 18th September, 2014, all residents of Scotland aged 16 and up went to the polls to answer one question: Should Scotland separate from the United Kingdom and be an independent country? In the referendum, 55.3% of Scots voted No and 44.7% voted Yes. To England’s delight, Scotland had given up on independence – for now.

	II
	The English had plenty of reasons to want Scotland to stay. If Scotland separated, the United Kingdom would lose more than 8% of its population. England, smaller and weaker, could be perceived by other countries as unworthy of a role in international affairs because it was unable to keep its own nation together. Even the country’s beloved flag, which symbolically incorporates the flags of England, Ireland and Scotland, would have to be redesigned.

	III
	Aside from status and symbols, there were plenty of practical issues at hand. The Scottish waters in the North Atlantic and North Sea contain the largest oil reserves in the European Union. Former Scottish National Party leader Alex Salmond claimed that this could earn Scotland £54 billion in taxes paid by the oil companies for extraction – money which now goes straight to London. This was only one way, he said, that Scots give more than they receive for being part of the United Kingdom.

	IV
	There were other matters for both sides to consider. Independence could mean a border with control stations and passport checks. This is hard to imagine for both peoples, who have enjoyed free movement between their lands for centuries. The border, along with separated economies and, most likely, different currencies, might bring an end to the free exchange of trade, employment and academic opportunities that presently exists between the two countries.

	V
	Now that Scotland has voted No, England can relax, but this relief may only be temporary. Before the referendum, Salmond declared that a vote for independence should happen only once in a generation, implying that any decision would be final. However, soon after the vote had taken place, he hinted at the possibility of another poll in the near future. It seems the question of Scottish independence will remain on the agenda despite the majority’s vote of No.


1
Choose the correct answer. 


1.
At the referendum, ...... . 



a.
Scots decided to become independent



b.
Scots voted on several issues



c.
teenagers were allowed to vote


2.
What effect of Scottish independence on the UK is NOT mentioned?



a.
It would lead to a loss of influence. 



b.
The population would decrease.



c.
The United Kingdom would have to change its flag.

2
Complete the sentences. 


1.
If England were unable to keep its own nation together, other countries 




 .


2.
No other oil reserves in the European Union are as 




 .

3
Answer the questions.


1.
In what way would the oil issue affect England if Scotland became independent?


2.
How might the border change if Scotland became independent?

4
Decide if the following sentences are true (T) or false (F). Find evidence in the text to justify your answers. 


......
1.
An independent Scotland would probably continue using the British pound.


......
2.
After Scottish independence, it might be difficult for Scottish people to work in England.


......
3.
A second Scottish referendum seems more likely than it did before September, 2014.

5
Find words or expressions in the text that mean the same as:


1.
joy (paragraph I)



2.
not deserving (paragraph II)



3.
popular (paragraph II)



4.
directly (paragraph III)



5.
now (paragraph IV)


6
Write a composition of about 100-150 words. Choose ONE option.


1.
Do you think that the voting age in national elections should be lowered to 16?


2.
What are the advantages and disadvantages of being part of the European Union? 
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