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Read the text and answer the questions that follow.

	
	A Village of Tightrope Walkers

	I
	In the mountains of Dagestan, Russia’s southern region, lies a remote village called Tsovkra. Several hours’ drive along dirt roads from the region’s capital, the village suffers from the same problems as all the others in the area – unemployment, migration of young people to the cities and political unrest. But there’s one tradition that makes Tsovkra unique: nearly every man, woman and child can walk the tightrope.

	II
	This ability made Tsovkra famous back in the days of the Soviet Union. For decades, tightrope walkers from the village appeared in Russian circuses, entertaining crowds all over the world and winning prizes at international competitions. But with the collapse of the USSR over 20 years ago, funds dried up, leading to the decline of the famous art and of the village itself. There were 3,000 residents there in 1980; now there are only 400.

	III
	No one is quite sure how the tightrope-walking tradition started. According to popular legend, young men courting the women in a village on a neighbouring mountain grew tired of trekking for days to get there. They came up with the idea of stringing a rope across the valley and the more daring ones learned to walk it, using this skill as an opportunity to show off their courage and manliness.

	IV
	The circus work has ended, but the tightrope-walking tradition has been kept alive and every one of the village’s schoolchildren does it. This is mainly due to the efforts of Ramazan Gadzhiyev, who reopened the tightrope-walking school in 1999 in an attempt to breathe life back into the village and to create a new generation of tightrope walkers.

	V
	Neither goal will be easy to achieve. As he searches for desperately needed funding, young people continue to desert the village in search of jobs in the city. But Gadzhiyev feels they’ve got something special that will survive even in the face of these obstacles. “I hope that one day they will be great again,” he says. “That Tsovkra’s tightrope walkers will once again perform in America, Britain and Japan.”


1
Choose the correct answer. 


How is Tsovkra different from other villages in Dagestan?


a.
It’s difficult to find work there. 


b.
Most people have acrobatic skills.


c.
Many people have left. 

2
Answer the questions.

1.
Why did Tsovkra’s tightrope walking decline?


2.
How did the young men of Tsovkra show off their courage?


3.
What effect does Gadzhiyev want his school to have on the village?

3
Decide if the following sentences are true (T) or false (F). Find evidence in the text to justify your answers.


......
1.
The Tsovkra tightrope walkers were famous worldwide.


......
2.
Gadzhiyev is looking for a way to make a profit from the school.


......
3.
More people are staying in the village because of Gadzhiyev’s school.


......
4.
Gadzhiyev is optimistic about the future.


......
5.
Tsovkra’s tightrope walkers are scheduled to perform abroad.

4
Rewrite the sentences without changing the original meaning. 


1.
“I hope that one day they will be great again,” he says.



He said that he 




 .


2.
The circus work has ended, but the tightrope-walking tradition has been kept alive.



Despite 




 .

5
Find words or expressions in the text that mean the same as:


1.
tension (paragraph I)



2.
financial support (paragraph II)



3.
thought of (paragraph III)



4.
leave (paragraph V)


6
Write a composition of about 100-150 words. Choose ONE option.


1.
Young adults sometimes move far from their families in order to start careers. What are the advantages and disadvantages of such a move?


2.
What are some problems in your village / town / city? Describe what could be done to improve things and make 
life better for residents.

[image: image4.jpg]Living English 2 Photocopiable © 3 Burlington Books




1
PAGE  
[image: image2.jpg]Living English 2 Photocopiable © 3 Burlington Books




2

[image: image1][image: image2.jpg][image: image3][image: image4.jpg]