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Read the text and answer the questions that follow.

	
	14th February: A Day of Romance

	I
	As 14th February approaches, the chances are people will be choosing cards, chocolates or flowers for someone they love on Valentine’s Day. But who was St Valentine, and why is he associated with romantic love?

	II
	There were various saints in Ancient Rome with this name, which comes from the word valens, meaning strong. However, it is not certain for which one Valentine’s Day is named. Perhaps it was the Valentine who was laid to rest in Rome on 14th February or maybe it was another priest with the same name who lived in Rome during the 3rd century AD. At this time, the Roman Emperor, Claudius II, had forbidden his troops to marry, as he thought that unmarried men would make better soldiers. Valentine, so the story goes, was horrified, and agreed to perform secret marriages for those who wished. Eventually, his actions were discovered and he was put to death.

	III
	Even if this story were proved true, any further association of 14th February with romantic love did not occur until the Middle Ages. The famous English poet Geoffrey Chaucer declared in his poem The Parlement of Foules that it was on this day that “every bird comes to choose its mate”. Because of this, people began to consider 14th February as a romantic day.

	IV
	In 1797, The Young Man’s Valentine Writer was published, which offered suggestions of romantic verses to its young British male readers. Printers had already begun producing a limited number of cards with verses and sketches, called “mechanical Valentines”. And as postal rates dropped in price during the following century, the custom of sending Valentine cards grew in popularity. In 1868, the famous chocolate manufacturer Richard Cadbury produced the first box of chocolates dedicated to this day, and by the beginning of the 19th century, elaborate lace and ribbon cards were available for purchase. By the middle of the century, the custom of celebrating Valentine’s Day had spread to North America as well.

	V
	Of course, the big winners with all this are the greetings card companies, chocolate manufacturers, the flower industry and restaurants. Perhaps next Valentine’s Day, you might decide to make a hand-made card and a home-cooked meal in an original attempt to express your love?


1
Choose the correct answer. 

1.
The writer of the text is uncertain about ...... . 


a.
the meaning of the word valens


b.
the number of saints in Ancient Rome



c.
which saint was named for Valentine’s Day


2.
Secret marriages in Ancient Rome were performed ...... . 


a.
for soldiers



b.
by Claudius II



c.
on 14th February


3.
The Parlement of Foules ...... .



a.
was written in the Middle Ages 


b.
was based on a true story



c.
was published on 14th  February

2
Decide whether the following sentences are true (T) or false (F). Find evidence in the text to justify your answers. 

......
1.
Valentine was killed because he secretly got married.

......
2.
Richard Cadbury was the first chocolate manufacturer.

......
3.
The author suggests not doing anything on Valentine’s Day.
3
Complete the sentences.

1.
Until the Middle Ages, 14th February 





 .


2.
The Young Man’s Valentine Writer helped young men 





 .

4
Rewrite the sentences without changing the original meaning.

1.
Claudius II had forbidden his troops to marry. 


Troops 
 .


2.
As postal rates dropped in price, the custom of sending Valentine cards 
grew in popularity.


As a result of a 
 



 .

5
Find words or expressions in the text that mean the same as:

1.
buried (paragraph II)




2.
decreased (paragraph IV)




3.
moved (paragraph IV)



6
Write a composition of about 100-150 words. Choose ONE option. 

1.
Describe your favourite holiday. What are the traditions and customs associated with it?

2.
Would you prefer to receive a gift that was purchased or home-made? Explain your reasons.
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