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Read the text and answer the questions that follow.

	
	The Mystery of the Moon

	I
	Throughout the ages, man has been fascinated by the moon. But what do we really know about it? It seems that many of man’s age-old beliefs about the moon are actually false.

	II
	One common misconception is that the moon causes people to become crazy. The word “lunatic”, used to describe someone who is insane, comes from the Latin word for moon, luna. Many old stories link the full moon to “crazy” behaviour, including mental breakdowns and an increase in criminal activity. Even in today’s times, people involved in emergency services, such as the police force and hospitals, insist that they are busier during a full moon. However, a 1985 survey showed that there is no scientific basis for this belief.

	III
	Another myth concerns the “supermoon”, when the moon is closest to Earth and seems to be at its largest and brightest. It is true that at this time, the gravitational pull of the moon is very strong, and causes tides to be extremely high and, elsewhere, extremely low. However, while some climatic disasters have occurred during these periods, for example, Hurricane Katrina and the 2005 tsunami in Indonesia, most scientists dismiss this as coincidence. Most scientists believe the Earth is easily able to handle these effects and that the supermoon does not cause climatic disasters such as tsunamis or earthquakes.

	IV
	As a result of the moon’s mysterious allure, people were very excited when the Americans landed there in 1969. But, despite physical proof such as rocks and photographs, some people still insist that the landing did not take place. They disregard the evidence as fake, and claim, for example, that a lack of moon-dust on the spaceship means that it did not land. However, scientists have shown that dust behaves differently on the moon, and furthermore insist that the actual eye-witness testimony of the astronauts should clear up any doubts.

	V
	The moon remains a mysterious place that few of us will ever visit or even understand entirely. However, it is safe to say that it has not caused disasters on Earth and that astronauts have indeed landed there. And as for the man who, according to many children’s stories and songs, lives in the moon? Well, who knows?


1
Choose the correct answer. 

1.
The writer ...... .



a.
questions what people really know about the moon 


b.
thinks the moon causes people to become insane



c.
has always been fascinated with the moon


2.
The “supermoon” ...... .



a.
makes the Earth appear especially large 


b.
has an influence on tidal activity on Earth 


c.
is caused by the pull of the Earth’s gravity

2
Decide whether the following sentences are true (T) or false (F). Find evidence in the text to justify your answers. 

......
1.
It was popular to believe that the moon caused insanity.

......
2.
According to most scientists, the supermoon has no affect on 
Earth’s weather disasters.

......
3.
The writer doubts if astronauts landed on the moon.
3
Answer the question.

Why do some people claim that the moon landing did not really take place?
4
Complete the sentences.

1.
According to old stories, criminal activity 





 .


2.
A 1985 survey showed that this belief 





 .

5
Rewrite the sentences without changing the original meaning.

1.
Despite physical proof, some people insist that the landing did not take place.


Some people insist that the landing did not take place although 
 




 .


2.
Scientists have shown that dust behaves differently on the moon.


Dust 
 .

6
Find words or expressions in the text that mean the same as:

1.
connect (paragraph II)




2.
illegal (paragraph II)




3.
attraction (paragraph IV)




4.
false (paragraph IV)




4.
resolve (paragraph IV)



7
Write a composition of about 100-150 words. Choose ONE option 

1.
How should governments prepare for weather disasters such as tsunamis or earthquakes?

2.
What do children’s stories or songs in your culture say about the moon?
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